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That Wonderful & Sacred Mystery 

 
O God of unchangeable power 

and eternal light: Look favorably 

on your whole Church, that 

wonderful and sacred mystery; by 

the effectual working of your 

providence, carry out in 

tranquility the plan of salvation; 

let the whole world see and know 

that things which were cast down 

are being raised up, and things 

which had grown old are being 

made new, and that all things are 

being brought to their perfection 

by him through whom all things 

were made, your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord; who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
This is one of my favorite 

prayers.  It is said on Good Friday 

and at Easter Vigil, a time when 

we are in the midst of darkness 

and death and we hope against 

hope for something good to 

come. It shows the expectant 

nature of the Church, the 

unreasonable and holy hope that 

God is redeeming the darkness 

that pervades our world. It is 

confident that God is at work, in 

unexpected ways to bring us to 

our perfection and the whole 

creation to its full glory. It asserts 

the Church’s place in that great 

work. 

 

I must admit however, that much 

of the time, the Church is a 

mystery to me.  I am frequently 

disturbed by its humanity.  But it 

doesn’t surprise me when the 

Church falls prey to the 

prejudices of the human beings 

that inhabit it. We are, after all, 

merely the bits of fallen clay that 

too soon will return to the dust 

from which we came.  The 

Church’s journey, like that of 

Israel’s 40 year wandering 

through the desert to the 

Promised Land, is filled with 

tales of our worship of golden 

calves, our longing for the flesh 

pots of Egypt, our forgetfulness 

of the Holy One who rescued us 

from the chariots of the latest 

“Pharaoh” and who led us 

through the waters of chaos and 

confusion on firm dry land.  

 
And yet, I firmly believe that the 

Spirit of God is at work in the 

Church: forming, informing and 

reforming it through the 

centuries. Despite our human 

trappings and failings, the Church 

is where resistance to totalitarian 

regimes, oppression and slavery 

has been born, nurtured and 

triumphed.  And despite the many 

wars in which religion has been 

used as a cover for the struggle 

for power, the Church has been a 

strong voice for peace. The 

Church has been a locus of 

compassion for people facing the 

ravages of earthquake, fire and 

floods.  The Church has been a 

prophetic voice on the fragility of 

our environment and our need to 

leave our children and 

grandchildren a habitable world. 

 
As disturbing as our times seem 

to be, we must consider the 

possibility that the Holy Spirit is 

working through these times as 

the Spirit has in other troubled 

centuries. Indeed, if the Holy 

Spirit is the creative spirit that 

works into the chaos of the world 

to bring about the peaceable 

Kingdom, then perhaps this is 

God’s way of shaking up the 

Church, and us, to prepare the 

way for a new thing, the new 

reality where we are challenged 

to do new things in different ways 

to be church in the 21st century. 

Perhaps the words of Isaiah are 

appropriate to our times as well 

as his: Do not remember the 

former things or consider the 

things of old. I am about to do a 

new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? I will 

make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 

43:18-19 
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Give to the Ingathering 

The United Thank Offering is a ministry of The Episcopal Church that invites you to: 

Notice the good things that happen each day. 

Give thanks to God for your blessings. 

Make an offering for each blessing. 

Your Blessing becomes a blessing for others. 

Today we give thanks for YOU and your generous support of the many ministries revitalized through UTO 

grants. 

Our ingathering Sunday will be Nov. 7th, 2021. 
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NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2    Shields Overton 
  3    Charles Shields 
  5    Kathryn Brooks 
  6    Caroline Eure 
  6 Virginia Suiter Pierce 
  7 Glenna Sullins 
  9 Benjie Brown 
12 Becky Hoggard 
16    Anderson Braswell 
16    Charles Brooks  
20 Lindsay Griffin-Vaughan 
24 Margaret Newbern  
27 Clyde Hughes 
27 Overton Suiter 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Shields, Charles, Kathryn, Caroline, Virginia, 
Glenna, Benjie, Becky, Anderson, Charles, Lindsay, Margaret, Clyde, Overton, as they begin another year. Grant that they may 
grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

   5 Benjie and Amy Brown 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon, Benjie and Amy, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, 
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 

 
Remember to set the clocks back 

before you go to bed on November 6. 
 

(Shutterstock) 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for November 2021 
 
 

Acolytes 

  7  Charles Sawyer 

14  Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

21  Bill Blanchard 

28  Hugh Davis 

Altar Flowers 

 

 
Altar Guild 

Jerrie Taylor and Hugh Davis 
 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays)  

  3  George Owens 

10  
Jeff Douglas 

17  
Peggy Vann 

24  
Bubba Peele 

Lay Readers 

  3 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Martie Tayloe 

  7 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Claudia Griffin 

10 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Claudia Griffin 

14 8:00 AM  Morning Prayer OPEN 
 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Colin Jones 

17 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Colin Jones 

21 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist John Davis 

24 6:00 PM  NO EVENING PRAYER  
28 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Sarah Davis 

Ushers 

Buddy Jones and George Owens 

Yard Work 

  7  Fred Liverman and David Simons 

14  Fred Liverman and David Simons 

21  Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 

28  Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 

  7  Dr. and Mrs. Bubba Peele 

14  Dr. and Mrs. John Davis 

21  OPEN 

28  Mr. Hugh Davis Hospitality Committee  
 

John and Sarah Davis 
Fred and Sue Liverman 

Jonathan Johnston 
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Honoring Dawn & Hugh 
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A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe 


